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Summer Festival: July 24th - August 16th, 2026

Thank you to all of our sponsors!
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Notes from the Community!

This year, food education took root across London, growing

through partnerships with so many of the great organizations
and events that bring our community together. Across
gardens, kitchens, and community spaces, children,
youth, and families built food skills, explored

growing and gardening, and connected

through shared experiences.

Our partnerships branched out in many directions:

e Garden Programs: Growing, harvesting, and exploring through programs with Lifespin,
Indwell, HART Hub, Unity Project, Salvation Army, Canadian Mental Health

Association, Childreach, Hutton House, and Investing in Children.

Community Events: Bringing food education into the community at Storybook Gardens,
Kiwanis Walk Run Roll, Earthfest, Punk Rock Flea Market, Science Rendezvous, Forest

City Road Races, and Seedy Saturday.

Cooking Classes: Getting people cooking, tasting, and building food skills with Autism
Ontario, London Public Library, Thames Bluewater Métis Council, and Sickle Cell

Awareness Group of Ontario.

As demand for community programming continued to grow, we focused our capacity on
partnerships with organizations serving equity-denied communities. Free and subsidized
programming helped open the door to participants who might

otherwise face financial barriers to taking part.

Together, these partnerships helped food education take root -
growing confidence, curiosity, connection, and belonging
through gardens, kitchens, and shared experiences across

our community.

- Christy Cook, Education Programs Manager



Program Spotlight:
Family Food
Literacy

We celebrated Family Literacy Day at the Central Library with our hands-on
cooking program, How to Get Kids Involved in the Kitchen! Inspired by this year’s
theme, “Make Mealtime Family Learning Time,” families prepared a simple Winter

Fruit Salad with Greek Yogurt Dressing together while learning about kitchen

safety, kid-friendly tools, age-appropriate tasks, and ways to make cooking fun,
build confidence, and spark curiosity about food and trying new things.




Volunteer
Testimonials

How does volunteering positively impact your life?
Why is volunteering important to you?

“| have an opportunity to communicate with other
people, learn their language, culture, cuisine etc. My
child follows my example which helps her develop social
skills and grow as a person.”

- Tetiana P

“Volunteering in my community inspires me with a
sense of purpose by contributing to a cause that aligns
with my personal values of compassion and helping
young children to learn to live healthy lives.”

- Mychelle B

“It’s vital in reinforcing to me that | have something to
contribute to my community. That | have purpose
outside of my regular occupation.”

- Caterina T
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2025-2026 Education Projects are presented by:
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We are fortunate to have the generous support of Grants, Individual
Donors and Private Foundations $10,000 +:
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Foundation v de 'Ontario LONDON
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FOUNDATION
Community Vitality Grant

@l Peter Gilgan '
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Peten & Cathenine Clank Family Foundation

The Smibent Family The Brian and Heathen
Semkowaki Foundatio
Bhenda and Dave Savel g 2

Foundation Lynn Davis and The Venna D.
Rocca Hunten Family Davia Family Foundation

Foundation
Richand and Shelley Baken
Cambia Development Family Foundation
Foundation

Chis and Ranen Munn! Latate of Jeanne Olliven




We are fortunate to have the generous support of Grants,
Individual Donors and Private Foundations $500 - $9,999:

Aubenge du Petit Prince Inc.
ROOTS Community Fund

Making a Diffenence - C & J
Whight Family Fund

The Gate Key Foundation

Natune London Community
Eco-Ghants Progham

Whole Kids Ganden Grant
Dana Lambe
Bnian & Shanon Lessand
Vincent Chicoine
Libby McMillan
Jondan Hypes

John Wojcik

Milton and Jean Brodenick
Chanitable Fund

Gond Hant
Janet Stewant
100 Women Who Cane - London and Anea

Richand and Donna Knug

Canolyn Luistno
lan Smith & Janet Fleet
Entenpnise Mobility Foundation
Nigel and Rhonda Gilhy Foundation
Chnistine Scheen & John Wilson
Heathen Manness
Les Siemieniuk & Jackie Bell
Many Hajpel
Juatin Pilon & Sanah Emma-Pilon
Axay Shanma and LeeAnn Ungan
Natasha Robents
London Waldonf School
Montgage Wise Financial

lvey, Community
Connects Intehnship

Optimiat Club. of Bynon
Joel Bakken
Jo-Anne Hammond
Eden Pulchinski
London Knights Alumni Foundation

We are proud of our in-kind supporters:

We are fortunate to have received generous

support through:
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Helps.org _— - X GIVES + LONDON
FOUNDATION COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

giving made simple
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Thank you for y.our support'
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Growing Chefs! Ontario HQ
460 King Street
London, Ontario N6B 1S9

(519) 679-4769
andrew@growingchefsontario.ca

Charitable #85895 9026 RR0001

Growing Chefs! Ontario

@growingchefsontario

@GrowingChefsON

Growing Chefs! Ontario

www.growingchefsontario.ca



https://growingchefsontario.ca/
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